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Story and photos by
MCSN Johans Chavarro

Navy Public Affairs Support
Element West, Det. Hawaii

It’s 1:15 pm and the sun hangs
high in the Hawaiian afternoon sky
at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam. A cacophony of bells and
whistles fills the air as Sailors of
building 277 collectively begin to
fine-tune their musical equipment
on the concrete patio outside their
building.
In the midst of the discordance,

Musician 3rd Class Justin Skorupa
listens closely to the resonance
coming off his bass guitar and with
a precise turn of one of his tuning
pegs, is ready to go. In the back-
ground, unit leader Musician 1st
Class Stephen Hux is experi-
encing amalfunctionwith
his drums and points to
his ears as he signals to
Musician 2nd Class
Matt Aiello. Aiello
checks the switches

and knobs in front of him until
finally, a thumbs up signal is given
by Hux.
“And a one, two, three, four!”
The collection of indiscernible

noises turns into an orchestrated
rendition of Stevie Wonder’s
“Master Blaster.”
The members of the

U.S. Pacific Fleet Band
Popular Music Group
are preparing for an
upcoming gig, and
it’s another multi-
hour rehearsal ses-
sion. This is a typ-
ical occurrence,
according to
Musician 2nd
Class Travis
Smilen.
D e s p i t e

being a
rehearsal,

members of the popular music
group play as if an audience was
standing just beyond their small
concrete practice stage, watching,
as lead singer Musician 3rd Class
Steven LaMonica’s face turns red
while holding onto the last “ahhh”
of the chorus.
“I enjoy the connection that I
have with the audience,”

LaMonica said. “If there’s one
person in the audience that I

can look at and know
that song is speaking
to them, that song is

moving them in some
way, that moves me a lot.”
Made up of nine musi-

cians, the group plays the
most popular music from
the 1960s to today and

show they enjoy every second
of it as they flash smiles

back and forth through-
out each song.
Even Aiello,
t h e

sound technician, stops and grooves
to the beat behind his soundboard
during the set, something Hux says
is what he enjoys most about being
a musician.
“The joy that it brings to the

audience members, having them
get up and dance and be enter-
tained and relaxed is a true plea-
sure of being a musician,” Hux
said.
Throughout the rehearsal, saxo-

phone solos by Musician 3rd Class
Jason Gay and electric guitar rifts
by Smilen create a high-energy
musical experience.
In between songs, Musician 3rd

Class Andrea Kolbach
juggles back and
forth between
her saxo-
phone
and

singing skills and performs a
choreographed dance during the
band’s performance of Cupid’s
“Cupid Shuffle” for the imaginary
audience.
By this time, the band has been

practicing for more than an hour,
the sun still hangs high in the sky
and Kolbach is still unable to shake
the smile off her face as Musician
3rd Class Abby Johnson and
LaMonica follow the song’s lyrics
and dance, “To the right, to the
right, to the right, to the right.”
Under the operational control of

the Commander, United States
Pacific Fleet, the Pacific Fleet Band
is dedicated to providing top quali-
ty music and entertainment in
support of the U.S. Navy’s

retention and
recruiting pro-
grams, and for
internal and
e x t e r n a l

public
r e l a -
tions.

Music fills the air at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam

Musician 3rd Class Steven LaMonica performs during a rehearsal with the U.S. Pacific Fleet Band Popular Music Group at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

(Above) Musician 3rd Class Adam Meyer performs during a rehearsal with the U.S. Pacific Fleet Band Popular Music Group. (Above right) Musician 1st Class Justin Skorupa prepares his
bass guitar.

(Left) Musician 2nd Class Matt
Aiello makes adjustments to the
soundboard.
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Assistant Editor

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam
(JBPHH) trick-or-treating will take
place Oct. 31.
JBPHH Security Sailors and

Airmen will do a pumpkin patrol
beginning at 6 p.m. Oct. 31 around
the housing areas of Ford Island,
Makalapa Compound and through-
out Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam.
The purpose of the pumpkin

patrol is to provide a safe environ-
ment for all children in housing
areas at JBPHHduringHalloween.
In addition, a variety of

Halloween-themed spooky and fun
spectacles have been scheduled
around the joint base and Oahu
military installations. They
include:
Haunted Ship
Center for Security Forces

Detachment Pearl Harbor is hold-
ing its annual Haunted Ship expe-
rience from 7 to 10 p.m. tonight
and Saturday.
A force protection ship simulator

will be decorated to provide a
haunted house experience, includ-
ing flashing lights and theatrical
smoke. The event is free.
The haunted ship is located on

Ford Island in hanger 54 just past
the Pacific Aviation Museum. For
more information, call STG1 (SW)
Jeremy R. Sosh at 472-0395.
Warehouse of Terror
The Seabee Ball Committee will

hold the “Warehouse of Terror”
from 6 to 9 p.m. tonight and

Saturday on the Pearl Harbor side
of Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam
at self help building 292.
Admission for adults is $5 and $3

for children.
For more information, call UT2

Daniel Rhine at 474-0890.
Hospital Point
The residents of Hospital Point

will hold their annual Halloween
costume parade and bonfire begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Saturday.
The Federal Fire Department

will help lead the parade and light
the bonfire. The parade route will
start at the end of Crommelin
Street and proceed to the open field
near the water.
After the bonfire is lit, residents

will enjoy pizza and fellowship.
Bellows Boofest
Bellows Boofest 2013 will be held

from 5 to 9 p.m. Saturday at
Bellows Air Force Station.
Participants can experience a

haunted village with creepy cabins
to explore.
The schedule of events includes:

• Costume contest check-in from 5
to 5:15 p.m.
• Costume contest from 5:30 to 6
p.m.
• Trick or treating from 6 to 7 p.m.;
• Bounce houses, campfire
Halloween “hair spraying,” and
movies on the lanai from 6 to 9 p.m.
•Haunted village from 7 to 9 p.m.
The Halloween festivity is open

to all ages. Participants should
bring a picnic blanket, lawn chair
or cooler and lounge by the camp-
fire. They can also bring a costume
and bag for trick or treating. Prizes
will be awarded. Food and bever-
ages will be available for purchase.
The event is open to active duty,

military retirees, Reservists,
National Guard, current and
retired Department of Defense
civilian employees with an autho-
rized ID, and their families.
For more information, call 259-

4136 or visit the website
www.bellowsafs.com.
Forest City Residential
Management
Forest City Residential

Management Halloween events
include:
• Trick or Treat and Show Off

Your Costume
Residents can attend these

events wearing a costume and
enter to win a prize. Candy and
refreshments will be provided
while supplies last. They include:
- 1 to 2 p.m. Oct. 30, at Camp

Stover Community Center, open to
central community residents. For
more information, call 839-8670.
- 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Oct. 30, at

Hale Mai Pavilion at the corner of
Savo/Leyte. For more information,
call 839-8670.
- 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Oct. 31, Pearl

City Peninsula office, open to cen-
tral community residents. For
more information, call 839-8670.
• Dress up your Doggie, 3 to 4

p.m. Oct. 30, Moanalua Dog Park,
open to west community residents.
Dress up your doggie in the spirit
of Halloween. Forest City will be
passing out dog treats. For more
information, call 839-8640.
• Halloween Trick or Treat, 3 to

5 p.m. Oct. 31, Ford Island
Community Center and Moanalua
Community Center, open to west
community residents. Show off
your costumes and receive a free
Halloween goodie bag. For more
information, call 839-8640.
• Halloween Block Party, 3 to

3:30 p.m. Oct. 31, Halsey
Community Center, open to east
community residents. The event
will feature a costume contest, a
pumpkin carving contest, a bounce
house andmore. Formore informa-
tion, call 839-8620.

Spook-tacular spectacles scheduled for Halloween

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam Public Affairs

Below are some important
Halloween safety precautions to
remember.
For children:
• Buy or make costumes that
are flame resistant and short
enough to prevent tripping and
falls. Wear shoes that fit. Make
sure accessories (such as
swords) are of soft, flexible
material.
• Costumes must be bright
enough to be clearly visible to

motorists. Decorate costumes
with reflective tape that will
glow in the car’s headlights.
Bags or sacks should also be
light colored or decorated with
reflective tape.
• Use masks that don’t restrict
breathing or obscure vision. Try
face painting instead.
• Children should carry a flash-
light.
• Young children should always
be accompanied by an adult or
older, responsible child.
• Know the route your kids
will be taking if you aren’t

going with them.
• Only visit homes where you
know the residents and where
the outside lights are on.
• Children shouldn’t enter
homes unless they are accompa-
nied by an adult.
• All treats need to be checked
by an adult before eaten.
• Make sure children obey all
traffic laws.
• Tell children not to run.
Children should be cautioned
against running out from between
parked cars or across lawns and
yards where ornaments or furni-

ture present dangers.
• Use sidewalks, cross streets at
corners or crosswalks, and obey
all traffic signals when crossing
streets.
• Make sure to set a curfew and
stress the importance of return-
ing home on time.
For homeowners:
• If you expect trick-or-treaters,
turn on outdoor lights and pre-
pare your lawns, steps and
porches by removing anything
that could be a tripping hazard.
• Use only battery operated
lights for jack-o’-lanterns, no

open flames.
• Secure all pets inside the house
to avoid contact with trick-or-
treaters.
For motorists:
• Drive slowly in residential
areas. Watch out for children
darting from behind and between
parked cars.
• At night, watch for children in
dark clothing walking down the
road, in the shoulder of the road
or on the median.
• Watch carefully for trick-or-
treaters when backing vehicles
out of driveways.

Halloween safety precautions can make experience safer for all

Capt. Louis Edwards

15th Medical Group

Both civilian and military
health care systems are lever-
aging technological
advancements to benefit
their patients, and the
Air Force and the 15th
Medical Group are no
exception. The 15th
Medical Group is current-
ly promoting several techno-
logical advancements to make it
easier for beneficiaries to access their
health care team and manage their health
care information. The tools available to
improve access and manage health care are
MiCare, TRICARE Online (TOL) and
Facebook.
MiCare is a new secure messaging portal

that allows patients to communicate with
their health care team for non-urgent medi-
cal issues or concerns. MiCare alleviates the
need for beneficiaries to call or play “phone
tag” with their health care team for non-

urgent health care questions.
In addition, it allows bene-

ficiaries to request appoint-
ment times, receive referral
information, request prescrip-
tion refills, or search an educa-
tion database that contains
information on over 5,000
health topics and 6,000
medication products.
MiCare is a system used
by several large civilian
health care organizations

and is also used by the Navy
and the Army.

Beneficiaries may also hear MiCare
referred to as either relay health or secure
messaging (SM). The 15th Medical Group is
required to do a face-to-face verification for
all beneficiaries whowould like to register for
MiCare.
To register, bring your ID card to any clin-

ic front desk at the 15thMedical Group. Your
patient information will be validated and a
MiCare invitation will be sent. Once the 15th
Medical Group invites a patient, they will
receive an email on behalf of their provider at

the email address supplied at the time of reg-
istration.
At this time, the patient will need to click

on theMiCare hyperlink in the email and fol-
low the instructions to finalize their MiCare
account. The 15th Medical Group advises
patients to check their junk email inboxes as
sometimes confirmation emails are inadver-
tently routed there.
Once the patient has clicked on the link

and completed the registration process, the
patient will be able to start messaging the
health care team.
MiCare should not be used for acute or

emergency issues and in all cases of medical
emergencies, the patient should seek care at
the closest civilian or military emergency
room. For more information n MiCare, visit
http://www.afms.af.mil/micare.
TRICARE is a fully automated system

that allows patients to book appointments
24/7 from any computer with Internet access
and even from smart phones that have
Internet capabilities.
In addition, patients can view parts of

their health record, cancel appointments,
request refills for existing medications that

have remaining refills, view lab results, and
even request text and/or email appointment
reminders to be sent to a cell-phone or per-
sonal email addresses. Text message rates
may apply. Consult with your carrier to veri-
fy.

To use TRICARE online, register at
www.tricareonline.com and set up a pass-
word protected account. Once a patient has
an account, the patient will have 24/7 access
to view parts of his or her health record and
book or cancel family health, pediatrics,
optometry (active-duty only) and women’s
health appointments.
Social media has exploded over the last

decade and is a way for the 15th Medical
Group to communicate with beneficiaries.
The 15th Medical Group Facebook page
(AFMS Hickam 15th Medical Group) pro-
vides information such as closures for the
month changes to services, TRICARE
updates, and upcoming health care events
and programs available on Joint Base Pearl
Harbor Hickam. Find the medical group at
“AFMS Hickam 15th Medical Group” and
“like” the page to automatically receive
updates.

15th Medical Group promotes technology tools to improve access

Photo illustration
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Wahine Koa downs Stingrays to stay undefeated
Story and photo by Randy
Dela Cruz

Sports Editor

While the teams involved were
named Wahine Koa and the
Stingrays, the women’s flag foot-
ball game on Oct. 20 at
Kapiolani Park could have been
called Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam vs. Army.
Previously, Wahine Koa com-

peted as the Navy Sharks, while
the Stingrays played as the
Army Her-icanes in the old
Women’s Flag Football League.
Now playing under the banner

of Hawaii Gridiron League
(HGL), the two former all-mili-
tary squads picked up right
where they left off in a toe-to-toe
battle won by Wahine Koa by the
score of 25-6.
Wahine Koa quarterback

Dana Hester continued the role
she started as a member of the
Navy Sharks and like in the old
days, led the team to victory by
throwing for three touchdowns
and running in for another.
“We just wanted to win, just

dominate and not make any mis-
takes,” Hester said. “We want to
win it all.”
With Hester directing the traf-

fic on offense, the Wahine Koa
defense was also on top of their
game in stopping an athletic
Stingrays team that was quar-
terbacked by speedy Pfc. Regina
Patterson.
On the very first play of

the game, Wahine Koa safety
Keala Kuupu-Chambers, a
Department of Defense (DoD)
civilian, picked off a pass to give
her team good field position at
the Stingrays 21-yard line.
Five plays later, Hester lobbed

a short pass into the arms of
Hawaii Air National Guard Sgt.

Danielle Little for the team’s
first touchdown.
The Stingrays committed

another costly error on their
next set of downs when a bad
snap on a punt attempt sailed
over the punter’s head and gave
Wahine Koa the ball on the
Stingrays five-yard line.
This time, Hester ran in for

the touchdown to put Wahine
Koa up by two scores.
Although the Stingrays

seemed to gain some momentum
when Patterson rushed in 10
yards for a touchdown just
before halftime, the Wahine Koa
swiped back control of the game
on a 29-yard scoring toss from

Hester to DoD civilian Christy
Ayers for a 19-6 lead.
Hester connected on one final

touchdown on a bomb down the
right sideline to DoD civilian
Bopha Yun.
Wahine Koa head coach

August Young, whose wife
Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class
Adriana Tirado-Young, Naval
Operation Support Center, is a
member of the team, said that
once he figured out how to stop
the Stingrays attack, he felt con-
fident about the final outcome.
“From the first half, I realized

that they (Stingrays) were trying
to establish a run,” he noted. “So
I decided to close the line, take

the run away from them, and
force them to throw the ball.”
On most football teams, inten-

sity is usually handed down from
coach to players, but, said
Tirado-Young, her enthusiasm
for the game seems to fuel the
fire in her husband.
“He rubs off of me,” said

Tirado-Young, who was a mem-
ber of the original Navy Sharks
three years ago. “If I don’t do
good, I feel like I’ve let him
down.”
Former University of Hawaii

football star (1989-92) and ex-
NFL player Darrick Branch
heads the HGL, which added
women’s flag football after get-

ting their start as an all-men’s
tackle football league.
From its inception, Branch

said that the league has always
had a good mix of military play-
ers on its teams and the associa-
tion has been win-win all the
way.
“It (ratio) might be 60-40 –

especially the women’s league,”
he pointed out. “I think there are
more military women playing in
this league than there are civil-
ians.
“I didn’t know that it was

going to develop into this rela-
tionship, but this is one of the
reasons why we continue. We
understand the contribution they
are making, so to have them be a
part of this is an honor. If we
could do more, we would do more
for them.”
With continual expansion,

Branch said that there will be
more opportunities for local and
island-based military personnel.
The league, which already has

a full tackle season for men and
four flag seasons per year for
women, has joined forces with
Arena Football League Global
and will hold its first game at
Neil Blaisdell Center on Nov. 2.
The day will encompass a

health and fitness exhibit, an all-
star AFL game and an apprecia-
tion concert.
“This is the culmination of the

expansion of the AFL,” Branch
explained. “The plan is for
Hawaii to be the headquarters
for this whole new expansion. So
we’re talking about training
facilities, where those teams
from China will have a chance to
come out here and train with
us.”
For more information about

HGL or the upcoming AFL
game, visit the league’s website
at Gridironhawaii.com.

Wahine Koa receiver Sgt. Danielle Little, Hawaii Air National Guard, reaches for a pass during a Hawaii Gridiron
League women’s flag football game versus the Stingrays at Kapiolani Park.

Late rally raises 15th MXG to fifth win of season
Story and photo by
Randy Dela Cruz

Sports Editor

The 15th Maintenance
Group (15 MXG) scored
three touchdowns in the
final two minutes of the
game to defeat 747th
Communication Squadron
(747 CS) Maurauders, 31-
12, on Oct. 22 in a Red
Division intramural flag
football matchup at Ward
Field, Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam.
The three-score blitz

brought MXG all the way
back from a 12-0 deficit
to claim their fifth win of
the season against only
one defeat, while the
Maurauders fell to 0-6.
“I think we just underes-

timated them,” MXG quar-
terback Airman 1st Class
Aaron Maxwell admitted.
“We saw their record and
definitely started off on a
bad foot, but we finished
the game strong with
defense.”
Early in the game, the

Maurauders defense vic-

timized Maxwell by picking
him off in the MXG’s first
two offensive series of the
game.
On the opening drive,

Maxwell moved the ball to
the Maurauders 39-yard
line, but on the very next
play from scrimmage,
Maxwell’s pass to the right
flat was picked off by
Airman 1st Class Bilal
Karoum, who took the ball
37 yards and into the end
zone for a quick 6-0 lead.
Then on the MXG’s next

series, Maxwell, on first
down at the 15, was inter-
cepted by Airman 1st Class
Sean Green on a pass down
the middle of the field.
With the ball resting on

the 19, Maurauders quar-
terback Senior Airman
Mike Marquez needed only
three plays before connect-
ing with Staff Sgt. Jessie
Funiestas in the right cor-
ner of the end zone to make
it 12-0 in favor of the 747
CS.
Down by two scores, the

MXG finally got things
rolling on their next set of
downs as Maxwell led the

team on a 65-yard march
into the end zone on only
four plays.
The final play was a

catch-and-run into the end
zone by Senior Airman
Nick Anderson that cov-
ered 47 yards to make it 12-

6 at halftime.
After intermission, the

MXG defense tightened and
forced the 747 CS to turn
the ball over on downs.
Seizing the opportunity,

Maxwell, working from the
Maurauders’ 39, topped off
a scoring drive by rushing
the ball 18 yards to the end
zone and the game-tying
touchdown.
With the score even at

12-12, the MXG came up
with another big defensive
stop and handed the ball
over to Maxwell, who didn’t
disappoint.
At the two-minute mark,

Maxwell delivered his sec-
ond touchdown toss of the
game, this time finding
Airman 1st Class Cody
Vinavong with a 17-yard
connection to paydirt.
The converted point-

after-touchdown gave the
MXG their first lead of the
game at 19-12.
Now forced to play catch

up for the first time in the
game, the Maurauders
tried to respond by taking it
to the air.
The decision proved to be

costly as, on the very first
play from scrimmage, Staff
Sgt. Art Gandy picked off a
pass from Marquez and
took it to the house for a 25-
12 advantage.
Then on the next series

for Maurauders, Gandy put
the game away for good by
cashing in on his second
pick-six of the game and the
final score of 31-12.
“It was communication

from my safety,” said
Gandy about his two inter-
ceptions. “He told me to
cheat left and that’s what I
did.”
Although the MXG was

able to pull out the win in
the end, Gandy said that he
hates playing from behind.
Maxwell agreed with his

teammate and stated that
the team has learned a
huge lesson.
“We knew we should

have been up. That’s why
we panicked,” Maxwell
said. “We can’t take any-
thing for granted. Don’t
look at the record. Make
sure you say, ‘this team is
undefeated’ and play like
it.”

Quarterback Airman 1st Class Aaron Maxwell looks down-
field before throwing a pass.

Story and photo by
Randy Dela Cruz

Sports Editor

An acrobatic catch by Airman
1st Class Christopher McCloud
put 15th Medical Group (15
MDG) in front, and the team’s
tough defense came up with a big
red zone stop to gain a 14-12 win
over Commander Submarine
Force U.S. Pacific Fleet (COM-
SUBPAC) on Oct. 22 in a Red
Division intramural flag football
game at Ward Field, Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam.
The win preserved the 15

MDG’s record at a perfect 6-0,
while the hard-luck COMSUB-
PAC dropped to 1-5.
“We’re comfortable being

behind,” said 15 MDG quarter-
back Tech. Sgt. Tommy
Hazlewood. “We don’t like to be
behind, but we don’t mind
because we have a good strong
defense. We get one or two
turnovers and we’re right back in
the ball game.”
On the first series of the game,

COMSUBPAC, behind quarter-
back Fire Controlman 2nd Class
Frank Lofton, moved the ball
from their own 15 into the MDG’s
red zone.
However, a pick by MDG defen-

sive back Senior Airman Chris

Bowlds put an abrupt end to the
drive.
Hazlewood mounted a long

drive that put the ball on the
COMSUBPAC two-yard line, but
the drive stalled and the MDG
was forced to turn the ball over on
downs.
Working on his second series

from deep inside his own territory,
Lofton needed just two passes to

move the ball to the 37-yard line.
Then on the very next play,

Lofton dropped back into the
pocket and delivered a long over-
the-top spiral that was caught by
Yeoman 1st Class Camron
Phillips for 43 yards and a 6-0
lead.
Things really started looking

good for COMSUBPAC when on
the very next play, defensive

back Machinist’s Mate Fireman
Devon Gibson picked off a pass
from Hazlewood on the MDG
eight-yard line.
Lofton took the first snap from

the line of scrimmage and darted
his way into the end zone and a
12-0 advantage.
Down by two scores, MDG

wasted little time in getting back
into the ballgame when
Hazlewood threw a bomb down
the left sideline and into the
arms of Airman 1st Class
Marguell Steed for 52 yards and
a touchdown.
The team pulled to within five

points after MDG converted
their point after touchdown
(PAT).
In the second half, MDG took

the opening snap and moved the
ball from their own 15 to the
COMSUBPAC 37 in eight plays.
Then facing third down,

Hazlewood threw a pass into the
middle of the field that was
tipped and bobbled by McCloud,
before the receiver hauled in the
pass and broke away for a touch-
down and the lead.
“Our team needed a big touch-

down,” McCloud said. “We
preach no dropped balls and if
I’m the main one preaching that,
I got to make sure I come
through.”
The converted PAT put MDG

up by 14-12, but the game was
far from over.
With Gibson in for Lofton at

quarterback, COMSUBPAC
moved into position to steal the
game away by sustaining a drive
all the way to the MDG nine-yard
line.
However, the MDG defense

stepped up to preserve the win
by forcing Gibson to throw four
straight incomplete passes.
“Our defense works a lot on

spying the quarterback instead
of blitzing the quarterback,”
Hazlewood said. “For our defense
to continue to step up, it’s huge.”
The come-from-behind win

may have kept MDG’s record
perfect, but Hazlewood cautioned
that there is still a lot of football
to be played.
While winning every game

would be nice, Hazlewood said,
the team remains focused on get-
ting into the playoffs.
Once there, Hazlewood said

that with the team’s personnel,
he likes their chances of winning
it all.
“We can’t look too far ahead,”

he said. “We don’t have all the
talent that some of these teams
have, but we got a lot of guys
with a lot of will and have played
a lot of football. So is it crazy to
think that the med group can
take it all? I don’t think so.”

15th Medical Group comes back to defeat COMSUBPAC

Wide receiver Airman 1st Class Marguell Steed moves up field after
making a catch.
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The Naval Station Bowling Center will hold a Halloween cosmic bowling event Oct. 31.

TTeexxaass  HHoolldd’’eemm  aanndd  BBuunnccoo will be held
today at JR Rockers Sports Café. The
schedule is 5:45 p.m. for Bunco check-in,
6 p.m. for Texas Hold’em check-in and
play begins at 6:15 p.m. This event is
open to members only. Reservations are
encouraged. The event is subject to
change or cancellation. FMI: 448-2271.

PPhhaatt  FFrriiddaayy  wwiitthh  DDJJ  MMaaggiicc  aanndd  DDJJ  GG--FFllaavvaa
will be held from 6 p.m. to midnight
tonight at JR Rockers Sports Café.
Patrons can dance to music spun by the
U.S. Air Force’s DJ Magic and DJ G-Flava.
FMI: 448-2271.

CCrruudd  TToouurrnnaammeenntt will be held from 6 to
10 p.m. tonight at the Hickam Officers’
Club Koa Lounge. Crud is a team game
played on a billiards table with players
using their hands instead of pool cues.
FMI: 448-4608.

CChhiillll  &&  GGrriillll  aanndd  99--BBaallll  TToouurrnnaammeenntt will be
held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. tonight at
Brews & Cues at the Club Pearl Complex.
Participants must be age 18 years and
older. 
FMI: 473-1743.

NNiigghhttmmaarree  oonn  MMccCChhoorrdd  SSttrreeeett””  TTeeeenn
LLoocckk--iinn will be held from 7:30 p.m. to
7:30 a.m. tonight to Saturday at the
Hickam Teen Center. Activities and meals
will be provided throughout the night.
Participants should bring socks for bowl-
ing and pillows and blankets. FMI: 448-
0418.

HHaappppyy  HHaalllloowweeeenn  55KK  RRuunn will begin at 8
a.m. Saturday at the Hickam Fitness
Center.
First, second and third place prizes will be

awarded for best costume. No sign up is
required. FMI: 448-2214.

OOll’’  SSkkooooll  HHaalllloowweeeenn  wwiitthh  DDoocc  JJ  &&  UUppttoowwnn
CCrreeww will begin at 9 p.m. Saturday at JR
Rockers Sports Café. J.R. Rockers is
throwing its annual Halloween party.
Patrons can enter the costume contest for
a chance to win prizes for best overall
male, female and couple. FMI: 448-2271.

HHaalllloowweeeenn  CCoossttuummee  CCoonntteesstt will begin at
10 p.m. Saturday in The Country Bar at
the Club Pearl Complex. Participants need
to register with the DJ before 11 p.m. FMI:
473-1743.

BBeegg iinnnneerr’’ss  GGoollff  CClliinniicc will begin at 9 a.m.
Oct. 26 at Mamala Bay Golf Course. 
FMI: 449-2304 or 449‑2305.

TThhee  BBeeaadd  MMoomm  OOppeenn  SSttuuddiioo will be held
from 1:30 to 3 p.m. Oct. 29 at the Hickam
Arts & Crafts Center. Patrons can finish a
project while getting one-on-one instruc-
tion. FMI: 448-9907.

HHaawwaaiiiiaann  CCoonnee  SShheellll  &&  PPuukkaa  SShheellll
JJeewweellrryy  cc llaassss will be held Oct. 29 at the
Hickam Arts & Crafts Center. Participants
can make a bracelet with a Hawaiian cone
shell and puka shell, while learning about
special characteristics for working with
shells. Participants must have taken a
Jewelry Making 101 Basics course. Call
for times. FMI: 448-9907.

BBeegg iinnnniinngg  AAdduulltt  WWaatteerrccoolloorr  will be held
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesdays, Oct. 29 to
Dec. 3, at the Hickam Arts & Crafts
Center. Students will learn how to use
basic tools, techniques and procedures of
watercolor. FMI: 448-9907.

HHaalllloowweeeenn  CCoossmmiicc  BBoowwlliinngg will be held
from 3 to 5 p.m. Oct. 31 at Naval Station
Bowling Alley. Cosmic Bowling, Halloween
treats and shoe rentals are $1.50 each. 
FMI: 473-2574.

FFaallll  CCrraafftt   FFaaiirr  vveennddoorrss are still being
sought. Vendors can choose from a 15
foot by 15 foot space for $75 or a
space for two at $105. The 38th
Annual Hickam Fall Craft Fair will be
held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 9 on
the lawn of the Hickam Arts & Crafts
Center. All work needs to be handmade
by participants. The event is free 
and open to the public. FMI: 448-9907,
ext. 101 or 102 or email
donna.sommer@navy.mil.

HHaalllloowweeeenn  MMaassssaaggee  SSppeecciiaall is ongoing
from now through Oct. 31.  The special is
$55 for a 60-minute massage at the
Hickam Fitness Center Spa. Hot stone not
included and a 24-hour cancellation policy
applies for all appointments made. FMI:
448-2214.

IInnttrraammuurraall  GGoollff  TToouurrnnaammeenntt  rreeggiissttrraattiioonn
is being accepted until Nov. 1.
Participants can register now for tourna-
ment to be played Nov. 22 at Mamala Bay
Golf Course. Golfers will pay their own
green and cart fees on-site. Tee times will
be available after Nov. 8. FMI: 473-2494
or 473-2437.

GGrriiddiirroonn  GGaammee  DDaayyss is ongoing through
Dec. 29 from 6:30 a.m. on Sundays and
11 a.m. on Thursdays at JR Rockers
Sports Café. Patrons can catch all NFL
games on Sundays and Thursdays at J.R.
Rockers. FMI: 448-2271.

NNFFLL  PPiicckk’’eemm Is back through Dec. 29 at
Hickam and Naval Station Bowling
Centers. Patrons can get an entry form
each week at the front desk and choose
winning teams. The deadline to turn in the
forms is every Wednesday by 8 p.m. and
the weekly winner receives a prize. FMI:
448-9959 or 473-2574.

BBoowwlleedd  OOvveerr  bbyy  BBooookkss is ongoing through
Dec. 31 at the Hickam Library and Hickam
Bowling Center. Patrons can sign up at the
library and get a bookmark/stamp card.
Every week that participants check out
books, they get a stamp and a coupon for
a free game of bowling at the Hickam
Bowling Center. Bowling is valid while
lanes are available Sunday through
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. The offer
is not valid for leagues, special events
and Thunder Alley. This program is open
to youth in grades K–9. FMI: 449-8299 or
448-9959.

PPrriivvaattee  SSwwiimm  LLeessssoonnss are ongoing from
now through March 28. The lessons are
open to children ages 4 years and older.
Private swim lessons are offered in 30-
minute sessions for individuals and for
groups of up to three students (who must
all be at same level). Patrons can register
at Hickam Pool 2 during normal open
hours. FMI: 260-9736.

WWoooodd  SShhoopp  SSaaffeettyy  CCllaassss will be held
every Saturday from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at
the Hickam Arts & Crafts Center. The
class emphasizes the proper and safe use
of the different equipment in the shop.
This class is for students 12 years and
older. Those ages 12-15 must be accom-
panied by a parent or guardian. Pre-regis-
tration is necessary. FMI: 448-9907.

Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam
Morale, Welfare and
Recreation

Just in time for the holi-
day season, Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam
Morale, Welfare and
Recreation’s Hickam Arts
& Crafts Center is offering
classes to create one-of-a-
kind jewelry pieces.  
These one-day classes

allow customers to make
bracelets or earrings that
can be used as a personal
gift. The classes are all
under $20 and include
most supplies.
Basic and intermediate

classes in bracelets and
earrings are offered as
well as intermediate class-
es on making jewelry with
Hawaiian shells.  For
those with a little more
experience, the Bead Mom
Open Studio is an unstruc-
tured class with guidance
from the instructor. 
Kids can also get into

the act with “Mom and
Me” classes held the first
three Thursdays in

November.  For $12, chil-
dren from ages 7 to 12
and a parent can work
together to create a
bracelet or earrings
Projects vary by class.
Classes begin at 3 p.m.

and last 90 minutes.
Some classes require

completion of a basic class
first.  For more informa-
tion, call the Hickam Arts
& Crafts Center at 448-
9907.

Jewelry class available at Hickam Arts & Crafts Center

MWR Marketing photo
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Morale, Welfare and
Recreation’s Hickam Arts & Crafts Center is offering class-
es for patrons to create jewelry pieces.

Email: editor@hookelenews.com
Phone: (808) 473-2890/2895

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam
Morale, Welfare and Recreation 

The Naval Station Bowling Center will
hold a Halloween cosmic bowling event
for children and adults on Oct. 31.
Customers can wear a scary, funny or
creative costume to the bowling center
and get a free game of cosmic bowling

from 3 to 5 p.m.
“We get a good number of kids that

attend our Halloween bowling activities
each year. Last year we had about 30 peo-
ple dress up in costume,” said Millie
Gomes, bowling program director.
Treats and snacks will be given out for

children in costume. For more informa-
tion, call 473-2574.

Patrons invited to scare up fun
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BIKE PATH CLEAN UP CANCELLED
The Pearl Harbor Bike Path cleanup led by the City and
County of Honolulu, originally scheduled for Nov. 9, has been
cancelled due to a scheduling conflict. A date has not yet
been determined for the cleanup to be rescheduled. FMI: Lt.
j.g. Eric Galassi at 473-0660 or e-mail eric.galassi@navy.mil.

OCTOBER
Today — A Fall Festival will be held beginning at 6 p.m. at
Pearl Harbor Memorial Chapel. The event will include free
food, candy, a bounce house, games and more. Everyone
with base access is welcome to attend. FMI: 473-3971. 

29, 30 —Tripler Army Medical Center blood drives will be
held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 3rd Radio Battalion, Marine
Corps Base Hawaii. FMI: 433-6699 or 433-6148, email
michelle.lele@amedd.army.mil or visit
www.militaryblood.dod.mil. 

31 - NOV. 3— The 735 AMS Passenger Terminal will pro-
vide a free service to screen children’s Halloween candy. The
terminal staff will X-ray candy to ensure there isn’t any hidden
tricks in treats. Those who are interested in the service can
stop by the AMC Passenger Terminal with the candy anytime
between 6 p.m. on Oct. 31 and 6 p.m. on Nov. 3. Ask the pas-
senger service agents for assistance, and “like” the terminal
on Facebook for updates, events and flight information. FMI:
the 449-6833, option 7.

NOVEMBER
1— The City & County of Honolulu will conduct the monthly
statewide outdoor warning siren test at 11:45 a.m. The Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam “Giant Voice” works in conjunction
with Honolulu’s outdoor warning sirens and will sound a
steady tone for 45 seconds.

2— A free gospel extravaganza will be held beginning at 2
p.m. at the Schofield Barracks Main Post Chapel. The event
will feature choirs from chapels across Oahu and gospel
recording artist and worship leader Darlene McCoy. The
chapel is located at 790 McCormack Road, building 790,
behind the post exchange. FMI: Chaplain Lt. Col. Eric Jackson
at pastorericj@gmail.com or call 655-9307.

6— The Armed Forces Communications and Electronics
Association Young AFCEAN Social will be held from 4:30 to
7:30 p.m. at Gordon Biersch in Honolulu. Attendance is free to
AFCEA member plus one guest. Additional guests will cost
$35, the price of a one-year membership. FMI: http://afcea-
hawaii.org or Air Force Capt Marc Aurilio at
marc.aurilio@us.af.mil or 449-3909. 

13—A grand reopening of the renovated mall will be held
beginning at 8 a.m. at the Pearl Harbor Navy Exchange mall
rotunda. The event will include a performance by the
Pacific Fleet Band, remarks by dignitaries and

special guests, and giveaways
for customers. A cake cut-
ting ceremony will follow.
The event is for authorized
NEX patrons. FMI: 423-
3287. 

Riddick has been left for dead on a desert planet where he finds himself fighting for his life against alien predators far more
viscious than any human he has ever faced. Riddick is forced to use a beacon to alert the very bounty hunters he has been
evading to come and collect him as this is the only way he can possibly escape.

RIDDICK (R)

CHINATOWN FOOD, HISTORIC TOUR
A tour of Honolulu’s Chinatown featuring a traditional dim sum
lunch will be held from 8:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Saturday. The
tour departs from Information, Tickets & Travel-Hickam. FMI:
448-2295.

YOUTH WINTER BASEBALL REGISTRATION
Registration for youth baseball runs now through Nov. 8. The
season runs from December to March. Registration is open to
youths ages 5-15. FMI:  www.greatlifehawaii.com or call 473-
0789.

MWR SUPER GARAGE SALE
The Morale, Welfare and Recreation Super Garage Sale will be
held from 8 a.m. to noon at Richardson Field on Nov. 2. The
event is open to the public. Admission is free for shoppers. FMI:
www.greatlifehawaii.com.

LEARN TO SURF AT HICKAM HARBOR
The learn to surf class will be held from 9 a.m. to noon Nov. 2
at Outdoor Recreation-Hickam Harbor. Professional instructors
will teach the basics from standing and paddling to catching
waves and angling down the wave. Participants must be able to
swim without a lifejacket. The registration deadline is Oct. 30.
FMI:  449-5215.

KAYAKING MOKULUA
There will be a kayaking excursion to Mokulua beginning at 9
a.m. Nov. 3. Departures are from the Outdoor Adventure
Center-Fleet Store. Transportation will be provided. Minimum
participation is required, and location is subject to change due
to weather conditions. The registration deadline is Oct. 30. FMI:
473-1198.

STAND-UP PADDLEBOARD
Learn the basics of paddle boarding at 9:30 a.m. or 10:45 a.m.
on Nov. 3 at Outdoor Recreation-Hickam Harbor. Oct. 30 is the
last day to register. FMI: 449-5215.

HICKAM FALL CRAFT FAIR
The 38th Annual Hickam Fall Craft Fair will take place from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Nov. 9 at the Hickam Arts & Crafts Center
lawn. The fair will feature live entertainment, original handmade
arts and crafts, food booths, horse rides and more. This free
event is open to the public via Kuntz Gate or via public trans-
portation on The Bus number 19. FMI: 448-9907.

SESAME STREET LIVE
Sesame Street Live will be held at 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. Nov. 17 at
the Hickam Fitness Center Gymnasium. Doors open 30 min-
utes before each show. Seating is limited and on a first-come,
first-served basis. No tickets are needed for this free event. FMI:
www.greatlifehawaii.com.

SHARKEY THEATER
TODAY 10/25
7:00 PM  Prisoners (R)

SATURDAY 10/26
2:30 PM  Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 (3D) (PG)
4:50 PM  Parkland (PG-13)
7:00 PM  Don Jon (R) 

SUNDAY 10/27
2:30 PM  Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 (3D) (PG)
4:40 pm  Hotel Transylvania (PG)
6:50 pm  Riddick (R)

THURSDAY 10/31
7:00 PM  Insidious Chatper 2 (PG-13)

HICKAM MEMORIAL THEATER
TODAY 10/25
6:00 PM  Prisoners (R)   

SATURDAY 10/26
4:00 PM  The Smurfs 2 (PG)
7:00 PM  The Family (R)

SUNDAY 10/27
2:00 PM  The Smurfs 2 (PG)

THURSDAY 10/31
7:00 PM  Insidious Chapter 2 (PG-13) 
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Story and photo by 
MC1 (SW) Cynthia Clark

AFN-Pacific Hawaii News
Bureau

Members of the Woun-
ded Warrior Transition
Battalion participated in
the fourth annual golf tour-
nament to benefit the
Salute Military Golf
Association (SMGA) at
Waikele Country Club on
Oct. 18.
More than 30 Wounded

Warriors golfed alongside
fellow service and commu-
nity members to benefit the
Salute Military Golf
Association. The nonprofit
corporation provides reha-
bilitative golf experiences to
improve the mental and
physical conditions of those
injured in Iraq and
Afghanistan through golf
instruction, equipment and
playing opportunities.
“I’ve always used golf as

a way to clear my mind,”
said U.S. Marine Corps
Staff Sgt. James Martin, a
member of the Wounded
Warrior Battalion at
Marine Corps Air Station
Kaneohe Bay. 
“It keeps me engaged

with the task at hand, that
tactical thinking we’re all
born and bred with as we
come through the ranks. It
gives me the ability to stay
focused. Don’t get mad,
don’t let this injury defeat
you, don’t feel like you’re
always broken, and you can
still do things.”

One SMGA member who
traveled from New York
City to participate in the
tournament, U.S. Army
(ret.) Staff Sgt. R.J.
Thorman, agreed that the
program is designed to
change the mindset of
Wounded Warriors and help

them focus on staying posi-
tive. Thorman is a Wounded
Warrior, and she knows
exactly what the program
has to offer and how it has
benefited her and others.
“The SMGA takes the

Wounded Warriors out of
their rooms, from always

being in pain and not mov-
ing — through lessons onto
the golf course. It was
important for me, for the
organization to come to you
and say, ‘hey, we can work
with you.’ They keep you
going. They were a major
part of my recovery.”

Not only does the game of
golf and the SMGA give the
transitioning Wounded
Warriors a way to work
through their own injuries,
it also gives them a way to
give back to those who have
given them so much.
“It’s nice to see that peo-

ple care, whether we’re bro-
ken or not,” Martin said.
“They’re so grateful they
can bring us together.
However, from me personal-
ly, it’s nice to say thank you
to them, because the sup-
port means more than
they’ll ever know.”

Wounded Warriors participate in charity golf tournament 

U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Casey Randall, a member of the Wounded Warrior Battalion at Marine Corps Air Station Kaneohe Bay, starts the Wounded Warrior
Golf Tournament at the Waikele Country Club on Oct. 18.

All Naval Health Clinic Hawaii
operations will be closed on Oct. 31. 
This includes all medical and den-

tal facilities at Branch Health Clinics
Makalapa, Camp Smith, Wahiawa,
Marine Corps Base Hawaii, Pearl
Harbor Naval Shipyard and Pacific
Missile Range Facility Barking
Sands. 
The providers will attend required

training to ensure delivery of the best
and most current patient care.
Beneficiaries are asked to take this
into consideration when scheduling
care. 
All routine care should be planned

prior to or after Oct. 31. This includes
appointment scheduling, prescription
refills, laboratory draws, etc.
All clinics will re-open for regular

business hours on Nov. 1.  For Naval
Health Clinic Hawaii hours of opera-
tion, visit the website at
http://www.med.navy.mil/sites/nhch.
Beneficiaries can speak to a health-

care provider at anytime the clinics
are closed by calling the “provider
after-hours advice line” at (808) 473-
0247, ext. 3.  For emergencies, dial
911 or go to Tripler Army Medical
Center.  For active duty dental emer-
gencies, dial (808) 864-4705.

Naval Health Clinic Hawaii closed on Oct. 31

Bridge repair work has
resulted in temporary clo-
sure of the Pearl Harbor
Bike Path between
McGrew Loop and
Hekaha Street. The clo-
sure began Oct. 23 and
will continue through
Nov. 27. 
Bicyclists, joggers,

pedestrians and others

who use the path between
McGrew Loop and
Hekaha Street are
advised to seek alternate
routes during the repair
work. Signs have been
posted on the Pearl
Harbor Bike Path advis-
ing of the closure.
For construction

updates, contact the city

department of facilities
maintenance at 768-
3630. For other questions
and/or comments, contact
Chris Sayers, bicycle
coordinator, or Mark
Kikuchi, traffic engineer-
ing division chief, at 
the Department of
Transportation Services
at 768-8321.

Bridge repair work causes temporary
closure of Pearl Harbor bike path 



Story and photos by
MC3 Diana Quinlan

Navy Public Affairs
Support Element West, Det.
Hawaii

It is bright and breezy in
historic hangar 79 at Ford
Island, which sustained
some of the first damage of
World War II as Japanese
Imperial Forces attacked
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7,
1941. 
Hawaiian winds still blow

through bullet holes left in
the windowpanes of the
hangar doors.  The hangar is
now a part of the Pacific
Aviation Museum (PAM)
Pearl Harbor, connecting
new generations with the
history of aviation as the age
of technology progresses. 
In the back of the hangar,

under a huge American flag
billowing in the wind, sits
an old Douglas C-47
Skytrain. Its wings are gone
now. Several layers of old
paint reveal some of its pre-
vious service to Aero
Venezuela,  covering now
barely legible Gemanco Air
Cargo writing on its right
side.  A few containers on
the floor collect remaining
fluids from the plane. 
Yet despite the C-47’s old

and seemingly neglected
state, the work has already
begun by the restoration
team to bring the plane to
its former glory. Several
members of the restoration
crew were buzzing around
one of the propellers, chat-
ting away about the work at
hand, clinking with tools
against the metal, unscrew-
ing and removing some of
the panels. 
New wooden floors have

been laid inside the plane,
with fans adding to the hum
of the hangar as they dry
and blow out the smell of
paint and glue.
All members of the

restoration crew are former
military members across all
services, now volunteering

their time to the community
and the museum in particu-
lar. These are people who
dedicate their time restoring
the past, teaching future
generations, and learning
from each other.
“Now that we got it [C-47]

in here, we are going to use
it as a training aid. We are
going to redo it and paint it
up. The museum’s new pro-
gram is to put a new dress
on the old gal,” said John
Fisher, U.S. Army veteran
and volunteer at the muse-
um. 
“Right now we are work-

ing on the interior and the
cockpit where we are going

to put the original instru-
ment panel. We already put
new flooring in as old floors
have rotted out and broke
down. We are going to paint
the interior the same color
as it was in a paratrooper
[designated aircraft], and
then refurbish seats, para-
trooper type seats, for the
inside.”
According to Fisher, the

outside of the plane will
receive a brand new paint
job, same colors as C-47s of
World War II and, of course,
the left side of the plane’s
nose will be graced by tradi-
tional nose art – a pin up
girl in a ruffled black dress. 

In its glory days of World
War II, C-47 Skytrains were
an important aspect in sup-
porting the Allied troops as
they carried personnel and
cargo around the globe.
They also towed troop-carry-
ing gliders, dropped para-
troopers into enemy territo-
ry, and air evacuated sick or
wounded. 
A C-47 could carry

approximately 28 fully
equipped paratroopers,
about 6,000 pounds of cargo,
or 14 stretchers and three
medical personnel. They

were primarily flown by
U.S. Army Air Corps as well
as the U.S. Navy under a
designation of R4D.
“Navy used to call it R4D

and it flew cargo and
troops,” shared Fred Brossy,
a World War II veteran and
volunteer at PAM, as he
watched the work being
done on the plane. “It would
hold almost a platoon.
That’s how we got around
sometimes rather than
trains.” 
Brossy joined the Marines

at the age of 17 and caught

the end of World War II,
serving from 1945 to 1949.
His silver hair is still clean-
ly cut and his eyes are as
blue and as sharp as they
must have been when he
was a young man climbing
aboard one of the C-47s. 
“Last trip I took in a C-47

was in 1949 with a platoon of
Marines, of which I was a
sergeant,” he reminisced. “I
remember that trip very
well; it was a lieutenant,
myself and about 15 or 20
troops. And this is kind of  a
disgusting story, but the
Navy gave us box lunches,”
Brossy said. 
“When we went over the

Rocky Mountains in the
middle of the day, there were
all kinds of air currents, tur-
bulence, the plane was going
this way and that. So when
we landed in Denver all of
the lunch boxes were full
again,” he said.
Brossy also spoke about

watching old planes coming
back to life through work
and perseverance of the
museum’s volunteers.
“It is great they are restor-

ing the plane,” he said. “And
I’m sure that people who
flew [C-47s], the pilots, must
be delighted, when it gets
finished, to get up inside it.
There are probably not that
many of those guys around.
I’m 85 and most of the people
who were in the Second
World War are older than I
am.”
The museum’s crew esti-

mates that work on the air-
craft will be done by spring
of 2014. The interior of the
plane will be available to vis-
itors, where they can relive a
bit of history and get a sense
of how paratroopers of World
War II traveled before
descending to the ground. 
Most of the controls will

be functional as well, which
will allow hands-on experi-
ence for history enthusiasts
of all ages.
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World War II aircraft gets a modern day make over
(Below, bottom right) Volunteers Fred Ferrell, U.S. Marines (retired), and
Randy Gratz, Hawaii Police Department (retired), work on a Douglas C-
47 Skytrain at hangar 79 of the Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor
(PAM), on Ford Island.

(Right) Jim Martinelli,
restorat-ion manager,
and John Fisher, U.S.
Army (retired) volunteer,
place a fluids collection
pan under one of the pro-
pellers of a Douglas C-47
Skytrain at hangar 79.



Story and photo by
MC1 Daniel Barker

Navy Public Affairs
Support Element West, Det.
Hawaii

Military and family mem-
bers attended a gallery open-
ing reception Oct. 16 at the
Hickam Arts & Crafts
Center at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam. 
The gallery featured art-

work, crafts and photogra-
phy created by artists in the
military community dis-
played in the Hickam Arts &
Crafts Gallery Showcase.
The work is scheduled to be
on display at the gallery until
Jan. 16.
Donna Sommer, director

of the Hickam Arts & Crafts
Center, organized the exhib-
it and attended the recep-
tion.
“Tonight’s the opening and

we had a really good
turnout,” Sommer said. “I
had a lot of help hanging the
show. They did a fabulous
job, and of course every show
has to have an opening. It’s
really nice. The turnout
throughout the night, people
were here at 5:30 when we
opened and it’s still going
strong.”
“It’s a showcase where the

community artists that want
to participate submitted
either photography, arts and
crafts like sculpture, paint-
ings, even jewelry,” Sommer
said.
The work on display will

also be featured digitally on
an online website.
“So this show will stay

here and I’ll photograph all
the artwork, and all the pho-
tography will be sent to me
digitally. I’ll coordinate all
that and send it forward to
the Air Force gallery website
where the Air Force head-
quarters is,” Sommer
explained. 
“That will allow me to sub-

mit all these entrees into the

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam section of the web-
site. All these artists will be
named along with the title of
their photographs or pic-
tures. It gives everybody
worldwide exposure.”
“When I announced this

show, I said the stipulation
was that it had to be wall
ready. It’s amazing what a
frame does. You might have
a great piece and it becomes
fantastic when it’s framed,”
Sommer said. 
Photographer Ethan

Whitecotton, whose father is
in the Air Force, explained
how he created a panoramic
work on display titled
“Hickam Harbor Sunrise.”
“This panorama was cre-

ated by merging six pho-
tographs,” Whitecotton said.
“It was taken first thing in
the morning after camping
overnight at Foster’s Point
as part of Earth Day activi-
ties.”
A photograph titled

“Golden Temple,” by Mass
Communication Specialist
3rd Class Diana Quinlan,
was another work on dis-
play.
“This was my first time

visiting Byodo-In Temple,”
Quinlan said. “It’s a
Japanese temple set in the
Valley of the Temples and
surrounded by the moun-

tains of Hawaii. The setting
reminded me not only of a
different culture but a dif-
ferent time as well, so I aged
and altered the colors using
a photo technique in an

attempt to evoke that sense
of time and place.”
The Hickam Arts &

Crafts Center offers more
than 20 classes including
pottery, painting, clay, cake

decorating, Hawaiian quilt-
ing, wood shop and pick &
paint in addition to having
an arts and crafts shop and
frame shop.
The center also hosts the

spring and fall craft fairs
each year that are open to
the public. More than 100
vendors participated. This
year’s fall craft fair is sched-
uled for Nov. 9.

Service members display arts and crafts creativity at gallery opening 
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Military and family members view examples of artwork and photography on display at the Hickam Arts & Crafts Center at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam
during a gallery opening reception.




